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Crowell Hall Music Building houses the beautiful Lansing Auditorium, the site of Biola College concerts held throughout the year.

STUDIES IN THE WORD

DR. LEHMAN STRAUSS
BIOLA HOUR TEACHER
THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST
PART I
"But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost
thou set at ought thy brother? for we shall all stand
before the judgment seat of Christ" (Romans 14:10).

Twice in the New Testament there appears the
phrase, "the judgment seat of Christ" (Romans
14:10; II Corinthians 5:10). The Apostle Paul was
chosen by God to write on this major theme. In
this study we shall pursue three lines of truth,
namely, thejudge, thejudged and thejudgment.
1. The Judge
The Judge is none other than the Lord Jesus
Christ. "For the Father ... hath committed all
judgment unto the Son" (John 5:22). See John
5:27 and Acts 17:31. We Christians have not
been given the prerogative to pass judgment on
one another. The Lord Jesus warned, "Judge
not, that ye be not judged. For with what
judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged ... "
(Matthew 7: 1, 2). We are all imperfect in our
knowledge, therefore we are incompetent to sit in
judgment of fellow believers. The Divine Judge is
Omniscient having perfect knowledge, therefore
He only is competent to qualify for the office of
Judge. It is His Judgment Seat, called "the
Judgment Seat of Christ." Because "His judgment
is according to truth," He "will render to every
man according to his deeds" (Romans 2:2, 6).

2. The Judged
The ''we'' in Romans 14: 10 is easily
identifiable as those who "are the Lord's" (vs. 8).
Some teachers of the Bible believe that there will
be one general judgment for all members of the
human race to be administered at the same time
and place. However, it appears that the
Scriptures teach more than one future judgment.
There is a pre-millennial judgment and a
post-millennial judgment. The first pre-millennial
judgment is for Christians only, a judgment in
which the unsaved have no part.
3. The Judgment
The Greek word be ma, translated ''judgment
seat," gives some idea of the nature of the
judgment. The word bema was a familiar term in
Paul's day. In the large olympic arenas there was
an elevated seat on which sat the judge of the
contest. After the contests were over, the
contestants would assemble before the bema to
receive their reward or crown. The bema was not
a judicial bench where the contestants were
condemned. It was a reward seat. Likewise, the
Judgment Seat of Christ is not a judicial bench to
announce whether or not people are saved. All
who appear before our Lord at that day will have
been saved. The purpose of the Judgment Seat
of Christ is to give to, or withhold from Christians
the rewards for service.
PART II
"For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ; that every one may receive the things done in
his body, according to that he hath done, whether it
be good or bad" (II Corinthians 5:10).

The term "judgment seat" is the translation of
the Greek word Berna. It was used for the
Roman magistrate's tribunal, a platform from
which judgments were pronounced. In Romans
14: 10 and II Corinthians 5: 10 it is used for the
tribunal before which all Christians will stand. It
appears from Scripture that Paul, whom the Holy
Spirit used to write about the Judgment Seat of
Christ, lived daily in the expectation of that day
of reckoning. Concerning that day our text
teaches several important lessons.
1. It is Inevitable - "For we must . .. "
The Judgment Seat of Christ is certain to
happen. It cannot be avoided; it is a "must." No
Christian can escape that important event. We
know it is inevitable because God has decreed it
to be so. This final judgment for the believer is
not a matter of choice. It is not optional; it is
obligatory.

2. It is Inclusive - "For we must all appear
"
The ''we'' in verse 10 has reference to
Christians only. This is not a warning to the
unsaved. The ''we'' in this chapter, appearing not
less than twenty-six times, cannot possibly refer
to unbelievers. The Epistle is addressed to "the
church of God which is at Corinth, with all the
saints ... " (1: 1). The conclusion then is that all
who have been born again will be present at this
final court Let not any one Christian entertain
the false idea that escape is possible.
3. It is Individual - "that every one may
receive ... ''
The Judgment Seat of Christ is not a mass
judgment of the whole Body of Christ While it is
inclusive taking all the redeemed into account it
will be on an individual basis. Each Christian llves
his life in his own way, therefore, each is judged
singly. The husband will be judged individually
apart from his wife and the wife separately from
her husband. Each Christian will stand alone at
the Judgment Seat of Christ
4. It is Indisputable - '' ... the things done in
his body, according to that he hath done,
whether it be good or bad."
No Christian will be permitted to argue or
debate the final decision of the Judge. There will
be no discussion of opinion pro and con. The
Lord Jesus Christ will be the Judge (John 5:22),
therefore, the judgment will be in
"righteousness" (Acts 17:31). "We are sure that
the judgment of God is according to truth''
(Romans 2:2). The decree of the Judge will be
final. He has the records, and He will make the
final decision as to what is acceptable and
unacceptable.
NEXT MONTH'S STUDY OUTLINE: ''THE THREE
JUDGMENTS OF THE CHRISTIAN"

WE WANT YOU TO HAVE A
COMPLETE LISTING OF ALL OUR
BIOLA HOUR PROGRAMS
We have prepared a Biola Hour Log
listing times and stations for the Biola
Hour programs in your area. The log
also gives you Dr. Strauss' complete
speaking schedule and a list of
cassettes you can order for home Bible
study.
Write Biola Hour, 13800 Biola Avenue,
La Mirada, California 90639.

DR. STRAUSS' ITINERARY
FOR 1979
Feb.
3-9

Southern Keswick Bible Conference
'
5700 - lOOth Way N.,
St Petersburg, Florida 33 708
25-28 Prophetic Conference
Calvary Baptist Church,
Whittier, California 90601
Mar.
Curtis Baptist Church,
18-21 1316 Broad Street,
Augusta, Georgia 30901
25-30 North Raleigh Chapel,
5421 Six Forks Road
Raleigh, N.C. 27609
Apr.
Woodmont Independent Church,
1-4
3440 Stokesmont,
Nashville, Tennessee 37215
22-29 Greater Philadelphia Prophecy
Conference (Mail to 8826 Calvert St,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19152)
Apr. 30- Fifth Avenue Baptist Church,
May 4 2500 E. Fifth Avenue
Knoxville, Tennessee 37914
May
Moody Bible Institute Prophecy
6-11
Conference, Seattle, Washington
26-28 Gideons Retreat,
Gloriette, New Mexico
July
Maranatha Bible Conference
'
1-6
4759 Lake Harbor Road
Muskegon, Michigan 49441
8-13 Gull Lake Bible Conference,
Box 1,
Hickory Corners, Michigan 49060
15-20 Muskoka Baptist Conference,
Box 520, Huntsville, Ontario,
Canada POA lKO
22-27 Guelph Bible Conference,
485 Waterloo Avenue,
Guelph, Ontario, Canada
July 29- Fair Havens Bible Conference,
Aug. 3 R.R. 3, Beaverton, Ontario,
Canada LOK lAO
Aug. Elim Lodge Bible Conference,
5-10 R.R.1,
Peterborough, Ontario, Canada
On the Biola Hour during February
Dr. ~ehman Strauss will be presenting
a senes of messages in the book of
Revelation.

5 MINUTES WITH
A CHRISTIAN
ATIORNEY
A SPECIAL MONTHLY FEATURE

Community Property and Joint Tenancy
One of the most misunderstood subjects next
to taxes is the holding of title to property. The
term property as used in this article refers to both
real property and personal property, unless
otherwise indicated.
California is classified as a "community
property" state of which there are eight in the
United States. The eight states are, Arizona,
California, Idaho, Louisiana, Nevada, New
Mexico, Texas and Washington.
It must be kept in mind that only a general
statement of the law is possible as each state has
its own laws relating to title to property. Local
attorneys should be consulted where there are
legal problems related to title to property,
whether it is community, joint or separate.
The majority of individuals residing in
Califomia have, no doubt, heard the term
"community property" and the majority of
property owners have held property in "joint
tenancy" but it is safe to state that very few
understand the difference. One of the reasons
property owners experience "joint tenancy" is
because a majority of brokers, tellers,
stockbrokers, escrow officers and savings and
loan personnel think ''joint tenancy'' and assume
that joint tenancy is the preferred method of
holding title. Problems may arise when_joint
tenancy is not the proper way to hold title in
certain situations.
It is doubtful if any but a few realize that there
are ways of holding title to property other than
joint tenancy. The lack of space and time will not
permit a detailed study of this subject or a review
of the law in various states but a general
overview will furnish a basis for understanding
how title is held to property and demonstrate
some of the results.
As an introduction a simple definition of the
various titles to property may be helpful. Some of

the legal consequences will be reviewed later.
(1) Community Property: Property
accumulated during marriage, by the joint efforts
of the parties, while residing in California.
Property received by a spouse by gift, devise or
bequest and property owned prior to marriage
and some personal damage recovery are not
community property. Title is held, "John Doe
and Mary Doe, as community."
(2) Joint Tenancy: Each of two or more
persons owns an undivided equal interest in the ·
property and each is entitled to an equal share in
income or sale proceeds. The interest of a
deceased joint tenant passes to the surviving joint
tenant or joint tenants. Title is held, ''John Doe
and Mary Doe, husband and wife, as joint
tenants.'' The term ''with the right of
survivorship'' may be added but it contributes
nothing to the legal effect. It should be noted that
joint tenancy may be held by others than
husband and wife.
(To Be Continued)
This article is a general statement on the subject. Local attorneys
should be consulted where individual questions or problems arise.

PLEASE PRAY WITH US THIS MONTH
We ask your prayer partnership for the
many ongoing needs of Biola College
and the Biola Hour.
PRAY SPECIFICALLY FOR:
* Students at Biola and at our
graduate schools, Talbot
Theological Seminary and the
Rosemead Graduate School of
Professional Psychology as they
begin a new semester.
* Biola Hour radio ministry. We need
the gift support of God's people to
continue this Bible study ministry
on over 90 stations across the

*

country ~

Financial support needed to
continue our campus expansion
over the next several years. We
want to continue to offer the very
best Christian education for those
young people who will be the
Christian leaders of the future.

BIOLA COLLEGE ANNUAL
TORREY MEMORIAL BIBLE CONFERENCE
Monday, January 29- Friday, February 2
ON CAMPUS
Each year Biola is proud to sponsor the Torrey Memorial Bible Conference on
the campus in La Mirada. The Conference, named for one of Biola' s founders Reuben Archer Torrey - is an opportunity to enjoy an entire week devoted
exclusively to the study of God's Word.
Biblical studies have always been the core of every student's major at Biola the Conference highlights that commitment to God's Word that has been Biola' s
hallmark since its beginning in 1908.
OUR SPECIAL GUEST BIBLE TEACHERS
*David Burnham
*J. Vernon McGee
*Don Richardson
*Tim Timmons
*Bruce Wilkinson
Schedule
Monday

8 am
in the
Gym

Tuesday

" Pre-conference
breakfast"

9 am

Friday
Evaluation breakfast with team

Rev . Don
Richardson

Dr. David
Burnham

Dr. J. Vernon
McGee

Thursday

Wednesday

Dr. Tim Timmons
Bruce Wilkinson

Break

I

9:30
-10:30 am
Seminars

Gym - Bruce Wi lkinson
Sutherland Hall - Dr. Timmons
Crowell Hall - Dr. Burnham
Calvary Chapel - Dr. McGee

10:4011 :40 am
Seminars

During this period , speakers teach same electives again, students rotate

7 pm in
Calvary

I

I
Bruce Wilkinson

Dr. Timmons

I
Dr. Burnham

Chapel

8 pm

· Discussion

I

Dr. McGee

Conference ends
noon , Friday

''The Rock of my strength, my refuge
. 1n
. G o d ... ''
1s
The testimony of Debbie Rodrigues, a
Biola student, greatly affected by a
summer missionary project in which she
played a vital part.

Debbie is a Junior, majoring in Communication

A group of over 100 Bio la students left last
June 13 for the country of Trinidad with the
purpose of ''winning a nation to Christ.''
~£t,.

The summer mission program, named
"Operation Jabez" in accordance with the prayer
of a man named Jabez found in 1 Chronicles
4: 10, was sponsored by four missionary
organizations: The Evangelical Alliance Mission
(TEAM); West Indies Mission (WIM); Child
Evangelism Fellowship (CEF) and the Christian
Literature Crusade (CLC).
Like Jabez, the Biolans prayed that God would
enlarge the borders of their lives and outreach.
And also like Jabez, they were answered. The
challenge to send a large missionary group of
students to Trinidad came to leaders of Biola's
Student Missionary Union in early fall of last year
and by mid-winter, plans were firmly set with
local evangelical churches and mission
organizations in the Caribbean Island nation for
the summer mission.

·'-'·

Arriving on June 14, the team split up into
smaller groups and three days later were assigned
different areas and ministries on the island.

"The Rock of my strength, my refuge is
in God ... "
DEBBIE RODRIGUES

"My experience as a summer worker with
Operation Jabez in Trinidad was life-changing
and rewarding. God heard the cries of my heart
early last year for growth in my personal
relationship with Him. Through trials and the
experiences in Trinidad working in discipling
7, 000 new believers through Bible
correspondence, teaching children in a village
church and living with a Hindu family, He began
to shape and mold me.
There were physical, emotional, and spiritual
struggles that helped the changes come. It was
hard to physically adapt to new food and a
humid climate. The emotional stress was felt as I
experienced not having the security of being
home. Days were filled with much to do, and by
evening we were exhausted. Personality conflicts
and rejection by others put another strain on our
emotions. Behind all these struggles was the
toughest of all - the spiritual battles with Satan.
It was war with Satan. I saw the extreme
importance of putting on the armor of God every
morning through prayer, reading and studying
the Bible. Meditation on the Lord's words
throughout the day kept me going. Psalm 62: 7
became very comforting, ''The rock of my
strength, my refuge is in God." What I had
studied and heard about the spiritual warfare
between Satan and the Christian, I was
experiencing. Daily, I was surrounded by the
non-Christians of the culture. The Hindus
worshipping in temples, pictures everywhere of
the Hindu gods, home worship centers filled with
idols, and East Indian music were everywhere.
But, despite our battles, struggles and sin, God
continued to use us.
The most important thing I learned was the
necessity of being a "missionary" every day.
Whether it's in Africa, at school, at our jobs, or in
our homes, God wants us to be serving Him
daily. I feel the summer was rewarding because
God blessed me by helping me mature, and by
bringing me back home with a "missionary"
attitude of serving Him daily."

A CHANNEL OF BLESSING
(for you and Biola)

RETIREMENT PLANNING
In recent years, with the blessing of the federal government, millions of taxpayers have
established IRA accounts and KEOGH plans to provide funds for retirement.
Such tax sheltered plans provide significant benefits. Many participants would invest more
in these plans but are restricted by the annual ceilings established by law.
Biola offers a partially tax sheltered plan whereby you can supplement your retirement
fund, whether or not you now set aside the maximum allowed by IRA and KEOGH. As an
added benefit, you will have the satisfaction of helping support Biola's ministry.
AN EXAMPLE: A 45 year old man plans to retire at age 65. By purchasing a "BIOLA
DEFERRED PAYMENT GIFf ANNUITY" he can deduct 64. 75% of the
amount he invests on his current income tax return. At age 65 he will
begin receiving payments which annually equal 12.5% of his original
investment. These payments will be guaranteed for life and a sizeable
portion of the income will be tax free.
CAPITAL GAINS TAX BENEFITS: If you use appreciated property or securities instead
of cash to fund your annuity, you avoid a large portion of the capital gains
taxes you would otherwise have to pay if you sold those assets. Some
capital gains taxes would undoubtedly have to be paid but you would be
able to spread the payment over the years you actually receive annuity
income.
ESTATE TAX BENEFITS: Your investment in a BIOLA DEFERRED PAYMENT GIFf
ANNUITY is removed from your taxable estate. This means that your
money which otherwise might have gone to "Uncle Sam" will instead
go to the Lord's work at Biola.

r----------------------------------" I am interested in more information on"
D BIOLA DEFERRED PAYMENT GIFf ANNUITIES

D

OTHER~~~~~~~~~~~-

"Please contact me for an appointment"
Name -----------------------------~
Address
City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _->...Jtate

-----~Zip

Phone (
79-1

~----------------------------------~
CLIP AND MAIL IN AN ENVELOPE TO BIOLA HOUR, BIOLA COLLEGE,
13800 BIOLA AVENUE, LA MIRADA, CALIFORNIA 90639
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SHARING OUR MINISTRY
WITH YOU!
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GOSPEL TEAMS

CJ

Biola has an active
Gospel Tearn program for church services,
banquets, youth activities and camps. There are
over 15 groups available. For information contact
Tom Matsumura, Director, extension 3348.
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A few of the music and drama teams available include:
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One Voice
Spirit of Joy
First Love
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Golden Wings
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Puppet Team
Logos
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The Fantasy
Machine
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Le~oupe

Duet sharing unique songs and hymn
arrangements
Six vocalists, pianist and guitarist performing contemporary hymn arrangements
Five girls with a rich sound in popular
Christian music
Three vocalists and three instrumentalists with harp, giving a unique flavor
to contemporary gospel music
Creative music/drama presentation of
today's issues
Good old fashioned singing with a
men's quartet
A popular husband-wife team from Indonesia
Folk music for youth by three vocalists
and three instrumentalists
Fun programs for children of all ages
A readers theatre presenting innovative interpretations of the Gospel
Dramatic reflections on the experiences of Christian life
A children's theatre putting Bible principles into vivid and imaginary language for kids
Biola's second successful mime team

- they say a lot without words

J

